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During the first two months of this investigation, GRACE has been collecting 
responses to the confidential online survey.  As of March 1st, the survey has been 
accessed over 538 times with over 125 completed surveys received.  During the past 
few weeks, the GRACE team has been reviewing all of the collected survey 
responses, scheduling and determining interview dates and locations, and has 
begun the interview process.  In the coming months, the GRACE team will continue 
to collect and review completed surveys, schedule and conduct interviews, as well 
as collect additional follow up documentation and other information that pertains to 
this investigation.   
 
In early February, GRACE had the opportunity to visit the campus of Bob Jones 
University for the purpose of meeting with members of the administration and 
various student leaders regarding the purpose and objectives of this independent 
investigation.     
 
GRACE appreciates all individuals who have come forward thus far in this 
investigation. One such person who was recently interviewed wrote us the following 
note about their interview experience: 
 
As a BJU graduate and also a survivor of all forms of abuse (physical, emotional, verbal, 
spiritual and sexual), I was excited to hear about the GRACE investigation.  But, I was 
also terrified.  If you are reading this, chances are you have similar questions to the ones 
that I did.  Could I trust GRACE? Would I be hurt worse by talking with them? Would 
they believe me? Since they were a religious organization, would they expect me to be at 
a certain level spiritually? Would they judge my life choices (some of which are directly 
related to the impact of abuse on a person’s life)?  
 
Many times life involves taking risks and making hard choices.  I knew that I was taking a 
massive risk by choosing to interview with GRACE.  I knew that it could potentially be a 
setback for my healing.  But, I wanted to believe that this experience would be different. I 
had to believe that GRACE was who they said they were. 
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As the time for my interview grew near, GRACE went over and beyond to answer my 
questions and do whatever was needed to make me feel comfortable.  They set up my 
interview location at a neutral location and allowed me to bring a trusted friend into the 
room, to help ease my concerns.  At every point in the process, they asked for my 
feedback.  I could have chosen to cancel the interview at any time, without any judgment 
from them. 
 
Meeting the GRACE team was far different than I imagined. I never expected to feel such 
an instant connection to a group of strangers.  I could feel their support from the instant I 
met them.  I never once felt judged for anything that I shared.  The only emotions they 
expressed were genuine compassion and deep sadness for what I had endured.  
 
The questions were very open –ended and the interviewer did a great job of pacing with 
me as we unpacked what had occurred.  They had no problem taking breaks and working 
within my comfort level. If a question made me uncomfortable, they had no issue with me 
skipping past it. 
 
What I did not anticipate was how incredibly healing it would be for me to share my story 
with GRACE.  I have NEVER been treated with so much love and compassion, when I’ve 
shared the story of my abuse.  There was no judgment.  There was no shame.  I was 
accepted for who I was. They valued me as a person.  I am not just another number to 
them in a list of interviews.   
 
Can you trust GRACE? Yes, I believe you can. I believe they will do everything possible 
to earn your trust.  Will you be hurt worse, by opening up to them about your painful 
story? My hope and prayer is that everyone who chooses to work with GRACE will walk 
out of that room with a piece of their heart healed.  Will they judge you for where you are 
spiritually? Absolutely not.  The GRACE team understands the impact that abuse can 
have on one’s faith and accepts you where you are. 
 
As you prepare for your interview, please know that you are not alone.  There are so 
many people supporting you and applauding you for your incredible strength and 
bravery.  [This excerpt was printed with the permission of its author.] 
 
It is our earnest desire to treat each person with dignity and respect, to listen, and to 
make this process as comfortable as possible.  Please also know that the interview 
process is completely confidential and will not be voluntarily shared with any third 
party.  
 
If you are aware of any individual who may have knowledge pertinent to this 
investigation, please encourage them to access the Confidential Online Survey. 

Any questions or inquiries regarding this independent investigation can be directed 
to the GRACE team at grace.bobjones@netgrace.org.  

As always, the GRACE team appreciates your prayers and support as we press 
forward with this investigation.  
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